
Shadows are formed when light is blocked by an 
opaque object. The absence of light creates darkness.

This diagram shows how the rays 
of sunlight travel in straight lines 

and hit the earth in different 
ways. This causes our seasons.

WHAT IS 
DARKNESS?

Sometimes shadows are long and large, while sometimes they’re small! Why?

How many light sources 
can you think of?



What knowledge do I already have? 
KS1 (Year 1 & Year 2): 
• Arctic, Antarctic
• Seasons and weather
• Opaque, transparent and translucent
• Shiny and matt surfaces

WHAT IS 
DARKNESS?

Light travels in straight lines and 
reflects off some surfaces predictably.
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